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Lamott, Anne.  Grace (Eventually): Thoughts on Faith 
(PS 3562 .A4645Z464 2007) 

“Lamott's third collection of funny, smart, and prayerful essays-to-live-by contains 
just what readers expect from this nimble and candid writer: the unexpected. Sure, Lamott 
writes, as she always does, about her son, Sam, now 17. And yes, she continues to shift 
through the psychic rubble of her bad drinking and drug days, searching for shards of 
wisdom and bright bits of sustaining humor. But the particulars are always startling and 
provocative because, like all artists, Lamott can riff inventively on the most commonplace 
themes. She presents finely crafted homilies about binging and aging, and recounts 
episodes of despair, craziness, fear, guilt, and grief, followed by out-of-the-blue rescues. An 
advocate for kindness, reflection, and the ongoing effort to do the right thing, Lamott can 
be downright rancorous and self-absorbed, just like everyone else. And for all her 
attachment to her church community, she thinks for herself, and believes deeply in 
freedom. Consequently, she speaks out for women's reproductive rights, and helps a 
terminally ill friend die. Irreverently reverent, Lamott is resplendent in "Steinbeck Country," 
a beacon-in-the-dark essay about the importance of public libraries in which she praises 
librarians as "healers and magicians." Lamott also performs these essential roles, and 
readers do feel better for it.” - Booklist 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Rosie 
(PS 3562 .A4645R67 1997) 

In Anne Lamott’s wise and witty novel, the growing pains of motherhood are 
portrayed with rare humor and honesty. If Elizabeth Ferguson had her way, she’d spend her 
days savoring good books, cooking great meals, and waiting for the love of her life to walk 
in the door. But it’s not a man she’s waiting for, it’s her daughter, Rosie—her wild-haired, 
smart-mouthed, and wise-beyond-her-years alter ego. With Rosie around, the days aren’t 
quite so long, but Elizabeth can’t keep the realities of the world at bay, and try as she 
might, she can’t shield Rosie from its dangers or mysteries. As Rosie grows older and more 
curious, Elizabeth must find a way to nurture her extraordinary daughter—even if it means 
growing up herself. 
 

Lamott, Anne.  Hard Laughter 
(PS 3562 .A4645H37 1980) 

Writer (and sometime housecleaner) Jennifer is twenty-three when her beloved 
father, Wallace, is diagnosed with a brain tumor. This catastrophic discovery sets off Anne 
Lamott's unexpectedly sweet and funny first novel, which is made dramatic not so much by 
Wallace's illness as by the emotional wake it sweeps under Jen and her brothers, self-
contained Ben and feckless, lovable Randy. With characteristic affection and accuracy, 
Lamott sketches this offbeat family and their nearest and dearest as they draw ever closer 
in the intimacy Jen prizes "among the other estimable things: good music, good hard 
laughter, good sex, good industry, and good books." 
 

Lamott, Anne.  Joe Jones 
(PS 3562 .A4645J64 2003) 

Joe Jones is Anne Lamott’s raucous novel of lives gathered around Jessie’s Cafe, "a 
restaurant from another era, the sort of broken-down waterfront dive one might expect to 



find in Steinbeck or Saroyan." Jessie, "thin, stooped and gorgeous at seventy-nine," 
inherited the cafe years before and it has become home to a remarkable family of 
characters: Louise, the cook and vortex, "sexy and sweet, somewhere on the cusp between 
curvaceous and fat"; Joe, devoted and unfaithful; Willie, Jessie’s gay grandson, ("I thought 
he just had good posture," said Jessie); Georgia, an empress dowager who never speaks; 
and a dozen others all living together in the sweet everyday. Lamott’s rich and timeless 
themes are also here: love and loyalty, loss and recovery, staying on and staying together, 
the power of humor to heal and to bind. Out of print for fifteen years, Joe Jones is a novel of 
hilarity and joy. 

 

Lamott, Anne.  All New People 
(PS 3562 .A4645A79 2000) 

“In this child's-eye view of the fear and pain of growing up, Lamott shows in vivid 
word pictures that the child is parent of the adult. Nan Goodman, hurting after a failed 
marriage and her father's death, goes back to the town of her childhood. As skinny little 
Nanny, aged five to 12, she either adored or was ashamed of her leftist parents, her writer 
father who never made enough money for comfort and her devoutly Christian mother who 
was his inspiration. Wrenching memories of family disasters, and especially the cruel snubs 
and abject solitude of childhood, are dissipated by love and laughter, and the adult Nan 
makes peace with her past. In spare prose Lamott ( Rosie , LJ 10/15/83) creates endearing, 
quirky characters in scenes memorable for being so skillfully drawn and universally 
appealing. A heart-warmer, to be savored.” – Library Journal 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Crooked Little Heart 
(PS 3562 .A4645C7 1998) 

“La-mott is tender and buoyant as she depicts the tsunami of adolescence that 
nearly drowns Rosie, a 13-year-old tennis champion, and her tennis partner and best friend, 
the luscious Simone, and that capsizes Rosie's fragile mother, Elizabeth. Happily married to 
James but still in mourning for Rosie's dead father, Elizabeth isn't up to the arduous work of 
guiding her daughter through this sea change and collapses into the black hole of 
depression just when Rosie has to face a series of painful situations both on the tennis court 
and off, including the shock of Simone's pregnancy. Lamott is exquisitely sensitive to the 
confusion of emerging sexuality, the mix of fear and ambition involved in competitive 
sports, and the feeling of stunned helplessness in the face of birth and death. Vibrant with 
bright metaphors and funny dialogue, this is a sweet, complex, and compassionate tale.” – 
Booklist 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughs on Faith 
(PS 3562 .A4645Z47 1999) 

“Brutally honest, sometimes funny vignettes about affirming faith and community in 
the midst of drug-induced angst. Novelist Lamott's third autobiographical book follows her 
usual pattern of cutting wit and wretched frankness. This memoir, though, is more spiritual 
than religious: Like many in her boomer generation, Lamott doesn't hold much truck with 
churches but has found a meaningful congregation all the same. It is a small, interracial 
community which lovingly incorporates pariah elements. Lamott circuitously chronicles 
finding the church (for months, she stayed only for the music, leaving before the sermon) 
just as she approached a crossroads in her life, finally admitting her alcoholism and other 
addictions, and starting out on the long road to sobriety (these chapters are among the 
books most chilling, along with her struggles to overcome body-loathing and bulimia). When 
she was on the verge of becoming a single mom in the late 1980s, the church truly came 
through for her, with members slipping ten- and twenty-dollar bills into her pockets after 
Sunday services. Lamott remains an active participant, demanding that her son, Sam, 
attend church with her most weeks. ``I make him because I can,'' she explains. ``I 



outweigh him by nearly seventy-five pounds.'' Lamott also takes refuge in a wide 
assortment of friends, many of whom have to deal with life-threatening illnesses as the 
narrative moves along. In the face of these tragedies, Lamott is refreshingly silent about 
questions of theodicy, choosing instead just to be there for people in need. Friendship, she 
claims, is the best salve for anyone’s pain, anyhow. She should know; she's obviously been 
through a lot of it. Still, nothing here is self -indulgent. An anguishing account that also 
heals.” – Kirkus Reviews 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith 
(PS 3562 .A4645Z467 2005) 

“Five years after her bestselling Traveling Mercies, Lamott sends us 24 fresh 
dispatches from the frontier of her life and her Christian faith. To hear her tell it, neither the 
state of the country nor the state of her nerves has improved, to say the least. "On my 
forty-ninth birthday, I decided that all of life is hopeless, and I would eat myself to death. 
These are dessert days." Thankfully, her gift for conveying the workings of grace to left-
wing, high-strung, beleaguered people like herself is still intact, as is her ability to convey 
the essence of Christian faith, which she finds not in dogma but in our ability to open our 
hearts in the midst of our confusion and hopelessness. Most of these pieces were published 
in other versions on Salon.com, and they cover subjects as disparate as the Bush 
administration; the death of Lamott's dog, her mother and a friend; life with a teenager and 
with her 50-year-old thighs--yet each shows how our hearts and lives can go "from parched 
to overflow in the blink of an eye." What is the secret? Lamott makes us laugh at the 
impossibility of it all; then she assures us that the most profound act we can accomplish on 
Earth is coming out of the isolation of our minds and giving to one another. Faith is not 
about how we feel, she shows; it is about how we live. "Don't worry! Don't be so anxious. In 
dark times, give off light. Care for the least of God's people!" This is that rare kind of book 
that is like a having a smart, dear, crazy (in the best sense) friend walk next to us in 
sunlight and in the dark night of the soul.” – Publishers Weekly 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Operating Instructions: A Journal of My Son’s First 
Year 
(PS 3562 .A4645O64 2005) 

It’s not like she’s the only woman to ever have a baby. At thirty-five. On her own. 
But Anne Lamott makes it all fresh in her now-classic account of how she and her son and 
numerous friends and neighbors and some strangers survived and thrived in that all 
important first year. From finding out that her baby is a boy (and getting used to the idea) 
to finding out that her best friend and greatest supporter Pam will die of cancer (and not 
getting used to that idea), with a generous amount of wit and faith (but very little 
piousness), Lamott narrates the great and small events that make up a woman’s life. 

 

Lamott, Anne.  Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and 
Life 
(PN 147 .L315 1994) 

“Lamott makes her living by selling magazine articles and books. She also teaches 
writing. Reading this work is like sitting in on one of her workshops. While discussing 
elements of the craft such as character development, plot invention, and rewriting, she 
presents much more than an instruction manual in this small text. Writing is by nature a 
personal and solitary trade, and Lamott offers thorough examples and anecdotes that 
explain how she copes with self-doubt, writer's block, professional jealousy, and the 
discipline necessary to turn thoughts into words on a page. Her work is an honest appraisal 
of what it takes to be a writer and why it matters so much.” – Library Journal 

 


